[J] They said to him, “Watchman, what of the night? What did the 
Guardian of the ages say [a play on ‘of the night’ and ‘say’]?” 


[K] He said to them, “The watchman says: ‘Morning comes; and also 
the night. [If you will inquire, inquire; come back again]’” (Is. 
21:12). 


[L] They said to him, “Also the night?” 


[M] He said to them, “It is not what you are thinking. But there will be 
morning for the righteous, and night for the wicked, morning for 
Israel, and night for idolaters.” 


[N] They said to him, “When?” 

[O] He said to them, “Whenever you want, He too wants [it to be] — 
if you want it, he wants it.” 

[P] They said to him, “What is standing in the way?” 

[Q] He said to them, “Repentance: ‘come back again’” (Is. 21:12). 


[R] R. Aha in the name of R. Tanhum b. R. Hiyya, “If Israel repents 
for one day, forthwith the son of David will come. 


[S] “What is the scriptural basis? ‘ʻO that today you would hearken to 
his voice!’” (Ps. 95:7). 


[T] Said R Levi, “If Israel would keep a single Sabbath in the 
proper way, forthwith the son of David will come. 


[U] “What is the scriptural basis for this view? ‘Moses said, Eat it 
today, for today is a Sabbath to the Lord; [today you will not 
find it in the field]’ (Ex. 16:25). 


[V] “And it says, ‘[For thus said the Lord God, the Holy One of 
Israel], ‘In returning and rest you shall be saved; [in quietness 
and in trust shall be your strength.’ And you would not]’” (Is. 
30:15). By means of returning and [Sabbath] rest you will be 
redeemed. 


| 
[A] They ask for rain only near [the time of rain. 


[B] R. Judah says, “He who goes before the ark on the last day of the 
Festival [of Tabernacles] — 


